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Charles David Denney

JUN 14, 1929 - JAN 26, 2018

C harles David Denney, 88 of Cleburne Texas, formally of Decatur, IL, passed
away on Friday, January 26, 2018 at 7:00pm at Texas Health Harris Methodist
Hospital in Cleburne, Texas.

Charles (Pete) was born on June 14, 1929 in Bement, Illinois, to the parents of Joseph
and Ethel Denney. After graduating from Lincoln High School, Pete worked at
several jobs before joining the United States Army and serving in Korea. After he
returned, he worked for Caterpillar Tractor Company as a machinist as well as built
and sold houses on the weekends. He and his wife Betty moved to Texas to retire,
living in Austin, Waco, Greenville, and Cleburne enjoying the retired life.

He leaves behind his daughter, Joyce (Jim) Morgan, of Ft. Worth, TX, granddaughter
Carrie (Kevin) Miller, two great granddaughters Ashley and Avery of Flowermound,
TX, and sisters Emily and Mary both of Lincoln, IL.

Pete is proceeded in death by his beloved wife Betty, daughter Judy, and two sisters,
Josephine and Margorie.

Services to celebrate Charles’ life will be 11 AM Wednesday, February 21, 2018 at
Graceland / Fairlawn Funeral Home with the visitation one-hour prior. Burial will be
at Graceland Cemetery with a reception to follow at the Decatur Conference Center.
The family is being served by the Graceland/Fairlawn Funeral Home, 2091 N.
Oakland Avenue, Decatur, IL. 62526. Send condolences and share memories with the
family at www.gracelandfairlawn.com

Video Tribute for Charles David Denney:
https:/www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/XR3XB]5NBB34ZMHQ
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Avery Miller posted:

I will miss Pappy so much! He was always such a bright and fun person to be around. Every time |
was with he never failed to put a smile on my face. I'll never forget the Christmas that | got my hover
board and he was convinced that he could ride it better than me. He actually rode the hover board. It
was hysterical. | also remember every time | went to go visit he would always want to go to CiCi's
pizza so he could get the cinnamon rolls he loved so much. | think he could eat more of them than |
could. | would like to than Pappy for giving me so many memories that | will have forever. | will miss
him.

February 19 at 8:32 AM

Ashley Miller posted:

I'm going to miss Pappy so much and his great sense of humor. | will never forget all the fun
memories | made with him and how much | learned from him. One of my favorite memories was
watching him show Avery and | his Caterpillar Tractor models when we went to his house. He always
had great stories when he worked at Caterpillar and now | have those tractor models to remember
him by. Pappy was one of the most fun people to be around and was always to put a smile on my
face. | know he always thought | lived a crazy life with sports, but he always wanted to know all about
how busy | was. | will miss him very much but will always cherish the memories | was able to make
with him.

February 19 at 8:28 AM

Kevin Miller posted:

| have many great memories of Pete. Whether it was the stories he would share about the war and
ALL of the reasons why he hated white rice so much or about his time in construction, Pete always
made me feel apart of the family. Even though | was just a "grand son-in-law", | did feel a great
connection with Pete. Pete always spoke his mind and as others will say 'in colorful ways', but |
appreciated the candor and insight. Pete is loved by many and will be missed greatly, so thank you
Pete for the guidance and support through out the years...Kevin Miller

February 19 at 6:22 AM
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Carrie Miller posted:

I have so many fun memories of visiting Pappy and Grandma as a young child and Pappy was always
my playmate. One of my favorite memories was when he took me sledding down the hill on Barclay
Court next to their house. | can remember Pappy laughing and riding down with me saying that
Grandma wouldn't be very happy with him. He was probably right be we sure had fun! Even as things
got harder for him, he always hated to show any weakness around me. As soon as | walked in the
room, he would make sure he got up quick and walk over to me to give me a hug, even if it wasn't the
easiest thing for him to do. | have definitely always been his little "pudding-tang". | will miss our
relationship very much and feel very blessed that | had such a close bond with him.

February 19 at 4:55 AM

Tracey Devore posted:

| can tell you certainly loved him, Jim, even if you were only a son-in-law. Joyce, it is ironic, but the
things that drove you crazy are the things you'll miss the most. Sorry for your loss, my friend. | didn't
know him, but | wish | had. Hugs!!

February 17 at 12:09 PM

Jim Morgan posted:

Pete certainly could use "colorful" language at times. When Joyce and | visited Pete and Betty, it was
obvious Betty had talked to Pete before we arrived. She had given him specific instructions about
what he could and could not say. When he crossed the line she would give him that look and | can
hear him say, "What did | do now?"After Betty passed away Pete's language got more and more
"colorful". Many times Joyce would say, Dad, you can't say that, but the more she tried, the worse it
seemed to get. | asked Pete recently why Joyce's talks did no good when it was obvious Betty's
made more of an impression. He thought just a few seconds and said. "l am not afraid of Joyce".Pete
will be missed by many friends at Wren Place where he spent his last few years. He will also be
missed by family and others he crossed paths with through the years. He could make friends with
just about anybody. | will miss you very much! Thanks for making me feel so loved even though, as
you put it, | was only a Son-in-Law.Love,Jim Morgan

February 17 at 8:05 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Charles by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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